J00 MITER SEOCTING

Jack Taster

Contrary Lo some opinions and in answer to gquestions ['ve been asked about
300 meters, it is not dead, I kunow thal 300 meters has heen taken out of Lhe
Wlympic Gamee by the Internstional Olympic Committee, using Frocedurss Bven con-
rary to their own rules. Attempts on the parl of the Tnternstional Zhooting Unlon
to have il reinstated have been completely Crusbtrated by LOC. There is a distinct
posailility, however, that 300 meters is going to come back stronger than ever
before, 300 Meters, Trom the mateh administretors point of view, 1s a very expen-
give proposition, 'YThe Olympics Cames is supposed to be g money-making proposition,
at least not a money-loging proposition, and construction of 300 meter ranges hasg
placed great linancial burdens on the host countries, 'here is also s move in
international shooting cirecles Lo cease to make 300 meters a compulsory event at
world championships. In return for supporting this proposal, there is another Bro-
posal whieh says if there is no 300 meter event in the Olympics or a World Shooting
Championabip, the following year there will be a separate 300 meter World Champion-
ship. "o make such an event worlhwhile, 15U wants to increase the courses of fire,
Among the proposals are to keep 300 meter free rifle and standard rifle, add an
English Malteh and perhaps a rapid fire event such as the repid fire in OTEM [ Counszel
International Sport de Militare) which is a little slower than our domestic high
power rapid fire events allowing for more precision, and including kneeling and
standing as well as prone.

The answer T give to people when they suggest that Laking 300 meters out of the
Olympics has scunded the death-knoll for the sporl, is the fact that air rifle is
the fastest growing rifle sport and it fzn't in the Clympics. Granted 300 meters
15 expensive Lo shoot, [owever, with the present cost of Eley, both events may be
compalible in a few years. With the knowledge we have in this country of hand-
loading, the aveilability of components and good eguipment for handlosding, we are
in a good position to remain strong in the sport. There are only a few other
countries in the world that do any hsndloading. For instance, in Switzerland the
government supplies all the amwo =0 they can shoot W0 meters cheaper than they can
shoot emallbore. It is the national sport in Switzerland. I left Switzerland ebout
three weeka ago as they were preparing for their national serviece rifle championship
wiich is eighteen shots prone. In a nalbion of tive million peopls, they enticiveted
about two hundred and fifty thousand competitore! It is held all over Switzerland
on the same weekend, Thie gives you some idea of the inlerest and participation in
300 meter shooting there,

In fusaia, 300 meter shooting is also popular. However net all countries are
interested in it. It seems to be more a sporl for a few individuals in & given
country than for the masses. l'or instance, in the Olympics we will probebly have
about fifty Lo seventy countries entered in the 50 meter smallbore events, TIn 300
melers the entry would be about twenty countries,

300 meters is the father of the international shooting sports, Shooling enter—
el Lhe modern Olympics in 1896, It has only been since about 1948 that position
emallbore entered the Games., Tt wae not accepted worldwlde even at thet time, as
spallbore position was Just considered cheap practice for 200 meler shooting, FProne
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emallbore haz heen around a long time. The 300 metcor targsl has not changed in

all these years and we are Juslk now shooting near possibles on the targel in prone.
Imagine how difficult thal target must have heen in 1896 with the equipment they
had then. This makes all Lhe arsuments Cor the tarzet being within reach of the
shooter, so thal he carn shoot possibles, a 1little pale.

0 meters is nol considered a Juniorz or ladics svent {there are no separate
avents for thmm). Margaret ias Lhe unly woman who has been successiul at 300 meters.
It's hard Lo he morc successful than she, having beon cheabed out of the gold medal
in the 300 meter evenl at the 1970 World Shooting Championshlips in Fhoenix, winning
the gold medal for the standing, Bhe has been imminently successful., Il's a spord
that many Juniors and ladies are afraid offy T think wmecessarily. The rifles that
we shoot, the ammunilion that we use are not unbearable - it won'l pound you into
the ground. As long as you learn proper lechnique and don't fisht it, ¥ou won't be
truised or battered. There is a knack Lo shootling 300 meters, in learning to give
with the recoil and not trying to resist it, The equipment l1s basically identleal
to your smallbore free rifle for 50 meters, with a heavier barrel, a larger hole and
a little more powder in lhe cartridge, Most of the shooters use the same acces-
gorles for both, such as palm resl, sights, cte. TL is a 1ittle more difficult to
shoot 300 meters, The wind has more effsact. Mirage becomnes a more crilical fastor,
Alse, you have to have somecne to work the pits. It ig a little more expensive,
therefore most of ocur tralning is at 50 metera, At AMU this yvear we had no 300
meter training, We shol it in a few malehes, Next ¥ear, with a 300 melter team to
maks, we will probably devote a month to tralning wilh our 300 meter guns, Once an
individual learns Lhat the 300 meler rifle isg not punisghing, thal he can wear ear
Plugs and muffs to shut ouil the nolse, learns to keep his sirht forward enouzh o
that he doesn't gel bumped, vou can derive probably seventy-five to eighty percent
of your training benefit from smallbore. At MTU wa usually shoot a month of 300
meters in the fall and a month azain in Lhe spring.

Tou can go Lo competent gunsmithe in this country who can build you a 00 meter
free rifle for no more than the cost of a smallbore free rifle, 1t you lmeow what you
are looking for. You can handload the ammo ¥or Len to twelve cenls per round, We
Teel the U.8, has an advantage in 300 meter shooting because we do know how to
build excellent 300 meler rifles and how +o load the best Possibla loads for a
particular gun. Much of our knowledge comes from ocur henchrest compatitors and
gunsmlths. This has helped us stay on top and dominate the game,

For 300 meters at the present lLime therc are three cartridses T would recommend.
The firat being the .30B. You should be able to bBalld g 7iole and load amme that
Will group two inches at 300 meters, This is actually better accuracy than you gl
Trom your smallbors rifle comparalively for ithe target., The other calibers we'lve
had success with are the 30-06 and 7 mm. These are the only threc carlridgzes
available today thal are made with suffiecient Precision to have the necessary wind-
bucking characleristics necded for 00 meter shooting., In the past some countrias
have uwaesd the 6.5 x 55, bul the » 308 shools rings around i+, The benchrest people
have been successful wilh the 6 mm and 220's, Only the .30 caliber and 7 mm have
the wind-bucking ability Neceszary for the conditlons we meel as inteornational
shooters.

Reep 1n mind the world record sroups benchrest shooters have are nol what
they consistently shoot 300 metors. You must lock for a riflcfammo conbination
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that will consistently, in all conditions, give you a better than average chance
to shoot a ten. The 300 melsr ten ring is 3.9 inches. You musi have a rifle that
ig well under a minute of accuracy Lo be able to glve the shootar an edge, L1f you
misa a wind or mirage change ai 300 meters, you can sasily have a wide gighl ar a
seven, Therefore, toth your wind judging abilily and the dind-bucking avllily of
your cartridge are mors critleal,

Trree hundred meter shooting is a very satisfying sport for an indlvidual who
iz interesled in handloading, sunsnilhing, and hlgh power vilTles. You have
complete control over your squipment, Whereas in 50 nmeler shooiing you have no
control over ammo exccopt to try to marry a good lot with your rille. You can
tailor ammo to condilions in W0 meters, having a wind-bucking lead and an accuracy
0| UWE‘ .

As I menticoned btelore, 300 moter shooting will probably bo expanded. Thers-
fore you will have a lot of additional equipment wilh a 300 meter free rifle, 300
meter stapdard rifle and possibly anobhsr rifle for rapid fire il Lhis is added.
At the present we don't use special prome rifles for 300 meters,

T urge any of you who are inleressied to take 1t up, becauss it greatly expands
your chances of making an internatiomal team, Tt gives you two addllional evenis
right now al the World Sheoting Championships. We have more krnowledgs in the
United States aboul accurate ritles and accurale loads than in the whole resi of
Lhe world. L1'm completely convinced of thils,

T To we have spin off from the benchresl game in development of Joadaf?

JF: We try to watch the benchrest game closely. Many of their developments
can be directly applicable to the 700 meter game. They come up with new Lechmigques
in tedding or stocking Lhat we can usc. We have used their teochnldues alonz Lhese
lines in lLhe past.

FH: What about barrel 1ile?

JI't The barrel 1life is naturally zoing Lo be shorier than a 22 rille barrel.
The main thing that cuts down tarrel 1ife 15 the crosion from burning gascs and
since you ars burning morc powdsr and lLhus generating more gases, your barrel life
will be shorter. Osnerally, wyou should be able Lo sxpect four to five thousand
accurale rounds,

By the way, il any of you want to try 300 melers, I think a number aof e would
lel you shoot a fow rounds, Jjusl to get the fecl of it, One Lhing T didn't menticn,
you should always wear shooting glasses Cor 300 meter shooting as a salely pre-
caution, You should do this with any high power rifle.

IP: Whal ia the black clastic strip aboul Lhres inches wide an 200 meter
rifles?

J7: That is a mirage band, It keeps the heal [rom your barrel Trom rising
up and interfering with your sighting. You have encugh mirage to read between you
and Lhe target without reading through barrel mirage too,
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Ma: Jack, bseause Mern reloads, 1 know there are cerlain precautions that
mist be taken to insure safe, accurate leoads. You can't zo into all this, htut if
one of our juniors wanils Lo start reloading or wanis to tuild a 300 meter ritle,
could they call you for additional specific help?

¥t Surel I'nm nol good at answering letters, but if you eall, I'11 be glad
to anawer your questions. 1 want to say something here - we don't want to beal
you because we know more, we beat you now because we've heen shooting longer,
however some of you are really pushing us! There's nothing T'd rather do than talk
about 300 meter shooting., Accuracy International
P.0O, Box 2019
Bozeman, Montana 59715
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